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Section 15.—Blind and Deaf-Mutes. 

In recent censuses, questions have been inserted to secure particulars con­
cerning the blind and the deaf-mutes in Canada, the instructions to enumerators 
in the 1921 census being as follows:— 

"Blind.—Include as Blind any person who cannot see well enough to read even with the aid of glasses. 
The test in the case of infants and generally for persons under 14 must be whether they can distinguish 
forms and objects: the same test should be applied to older persons who are illiterate. Do not include 
any person who is blind in one eye only." 

"Deaf-mutes.—Include as Deaf-mutes (1) any child under 8 years of age who is totally deaf and (2) 
any older person who has been totally deaf from childhood. In general make a record only of persona 
who cannot hear nor talk." 

The results for the 1921 census, showing a total of 4,396 blind, 5,334 deaf-
mutes and 42 blind-deaf-mutes, are given by provinces and sex in tables on page 
149 of the 1927-28 Year Book, together with comparative figures of the censuses 
of 1891, 1901 and 1911. The wounds received in the Great War doubtless account 
in large measure for the increase in the number of blind from 3,238 in 1911 to 4,396 
in 1921. 

Statistics showing ages, conjugal conditions, racial origins, birthplaces, liter­
acy, occupations, etc., of the blind and of the deaf-mutes in 1921 will be found at 
pp. 747-768 of Volume II of the Census of 1921. 

Section 16.—Quinquennial Census of the Prairie Provinces. 

Under the Census and Statistics Act of 1905 and the Statistics Act of 1918, 
a census of the population and agriculture of the three Prairie Provinces was to 
be taken in 1906 and every tenth year thereafter, in addition to the decennial 
census of the whole Dominion. A census of the Prairie Provinces was, therefore, 
taken as of date June 1, 1926, and a summary of the results is presented in 
Tables 54 and 55. 

The detailed results of this census have been compiled and published separately 
for Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta; copies of these reports are obtainable 
from the Dominion Statistician. 

The total population of the Prairie Provinces at the date of the census was 
2,067,378 as compared with 1,956,082 in 1921, being an increase of 111,296 or 5-69 
p.c. The rural population increased during the quinquennial period from 1,252,604 
to 1,313,681 and the urban population from 703,478 to 753,697. In considering the 
results of the census, it should be remembered that during the greater part of the 
quinquennial period, agriculture, the basic industry of the Prairie Provinces, was 
in a very depressed condition from which it has fortunately recovered. 

54.—Summary of the Population of the Prairie Provinces, as shown by the Quin­
quennial Census of 1936, with comparative figures for 1921,1916,1911 and 1906. 
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